




Houston Independent School District

Presents The

2017
High School For The Performing And Visual Arts

Girls Chorus

In Concert For The

Texas Music Educators Association Convention

6 February 2017
Moores School of Music
University of Houston

9 February 2017
Grand Hyatt Texas Ballroom 

San Antonio, Texas







HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
Hattie Mae White Educational Support Center
4400 West 18th Street •  Houston, Texas  77092-8501

Richard A. Carranza
HISD Superintendent of Schools

www.HoustonISD.org
www.twitter.com/HoustonISD

February 2017

Dear Members of the Texas Music Educators Association,

Houston ISD is honored that the High School for the Visual and Performing Art’s Girls 
Chorus was selected to perform at this year’s Texas Music Educators Association 
Annual Clinic and Convention. This outstanding group of young musicians, under the 
direction of Julia Hall, exemplifies the high level of fine arts excellence that enriches the 
lives of students at this exceptional magnet high school and throughout HISD.

I believe that music education has the ability to transform a student’s life, because it 
transformed mine. Participating in band and learning mariachi at a young age gave me 
life skills that I still draw upon today, and music education was crucial to my future 
success. HISD’s Board of Education, administration, and teachers understand this, too, 
which is why they provide robust support for the fine arts in our district. We applaud the 
TMEA for setting high expectations for all music educators and students across the 
state of Texas, and for advocating for music education in all schools. 

I hope that you enjoy the performance from our very talented choral group at HSPVA.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Carranza
HISD Superintendent of Schools



HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
HATTIE MAE WHITE EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT CENTER
4400 WEST 18th STREET    HOUSTON, TEXAS 77092-8501

The Houston Independent School District’s High School for the Performing and Visual Arts will once again grace the 
Texas Music Education Association’s membership with yet another astonishing performance today. I am so proud to 
represent such an outstanding institution of teaching and learning with an intense focus on one of humankind’s most 
important treasures – The Arts!

The creation of HSPVA in 1971 was the first attempt by any public high school in the nation to correlate an academic 
program with concentrated training in the arts. It was one of only three public schools in the country to offer 
programs in both the visual and performing arts. Over the course of its 45 year existence, HSPVA has established itself 
as one of the top Arts Institutions in the nation and around the world. The number of successful graduates in all walks 
of life, including the Arts and Sciences, Education, Architecture, Engineering, Law, Medicine, Business, and 
Technology, is a testament to the high-level experience the students enjoy and the preparation for life that is realized 
through the study of the Arts. 

No institution can thrive and reach its fullest potential without great leadership. The Houston Independent School 
District is proud to have at the helm of this institution, R. Scott Allen, Ed.D. Through his inspiring and innovative 
thinking, he is able to sustain the level of excellence that HSPVA is known for and maintain outstanding and 
productive staff.

This group proudly upholds the HSPVA tradition of excellence in performance, as you will witness today. The reason 
we perform is so that others can enjoy the music. Please enjoy the HSPVA Girls Choir.

Walter Smith, Jr.
Fine Arts Manager
Houston ISD

Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 
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February 8, 2017 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, it is an honor and a privilege to share the incredible talents and 
skills of the High School for the Performing and Visual Arts’ Girls Choir at the Texas 
Music Educators Association convention. This outstanding group exemplifies the high 
level of fine arts excellence that enriches the lives of Houston Independent School 
District students. 
 
Providing quality education to each student in our district is our top priority. We believe 
quality education is one that includes a balanced curriculum which recognizes, supports 
and encourages student development in the arts. 
 
I congratulate the Girls Choir on their determination and perseverance to achieving 
musical excellence. The musical and educational foundation you have gained paves the 
way for your promising future. 
 
I would also like to extend congratulations to the teachers and staff of the High School 
for the Performing Arts as well as all music teachers gathered here today. Houston is in 
dire need of teachers who can inspire and mold students such as all of you, and I am 
proud to know there are many of you who are working hard to provide quality music 
education. 
 
I hope you enjoy today’s performance, indicative of the determination and hard work of 
students and directors in the Houston Independent School District. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  



The High School for the Performing and Visual Arts, recognized three times as a GRAMMY Signature Gold School, 
evolved in 1971 from a realization that gifted young artists need highly specialized and rigorous training in the arts 
to be prepared for the intense competition they will meet in colleges, conservatories, and the professional arts 
world. Its creation represented the first attempt by any national public high school to correlate academics and a 
concentrated arts training.
 
The HSPVA Music Department consists of 333 vocal and instrumental majors who perform in large and small en-
sembles and are instructed in music theory and history, vocal production, instrumental technique classes, chamber 

music, handbells, and class piano.

Girls Chorus is the primary ensemble for all ninth and tenth grade female vocal majors and it serves as an auditioned elective for instru-
mental majors. A student member of the classical piano department serves as its accompanist.

*HSPVA Music Department Alumni
In addition to these full time and adjunct faculty members, the music department invites guest lecturers, clinicians, and performers 

throughout the school year to enhance the music experiences of the students.

Patricia Bonner, Vocal Music Chair
Shannon K. Carter, Director of Choral Studies

Shanta Childers, Director of Music Theory Programs 
Stephen Crawford, Instrumental Chair, Director of Bands 

Danielle Chan, Percussion Specialist
Julia Hall*, Director of Vocal Studies

William Hoffman, Director of Mariachi Studies
Mandy Kung*, Staff Accompanist

Rodolfo Morales*, Director of Classical Piano
Evan Oxenhandler, Guitar/Jazz Rhythm
Dorothy Patel, Director of Handbells

Rob Seible, Staff Accompanist
Dr. Yanira Soria*, Staff Accompanist/Class Piano Instructor

Dr. Brad Smith, Director of Orchestras and String Chamber Music 
Warren Sneed*, Director of Jazz Studies

Music Department Faculty

Through work, effort, determination, and teamwork, I’ve grown as a 
person and completed one goal, but I have yet to reach my final desti-
nation.                                            -Hannah

The road might be a little bit bumpy on the way to success, but the 
journey continues.                                  -Keri



HSPVA Administration and Staff
R. Scott Allen, Ed.D., Principal

Oscar Perez, Assistant Principal
Mercy Alonso-Rodriguez, Assistant Principal 

Travis Springfield, Lead Counselor
Jackie Morrow, Counselor

Nancy Love, Registrar
Marian Mabry, Magnet Coordinator

Lelah Loftin

Houston Independent School District Board of Education

President – Wanda Adams
1st Vice President – Diana Dávila

2nd Vice President – Jolanda Jones
Secretary – Rhonda Skillern-Jones

Asst. Secretary – Anne Sung
Anna Eastman

Manuel Rodríguez, Jr.                       
Michael L. Lunceford

Holly Maria Flynn Vilaseca

Houston Independent School District Administration

Richard A Carranza, HISD Superintendent of Schools
Walter Smith, Fine Arts Manager

Dr. Matilda Orozco, Chief School Officer, North Region

A journey.  An exciting, wonderful, and liberating experience is not even close to an accurate description of the trek we have been on 
to achieve greatness.  And more importantly, unity and (eventually) family within our choir.                                                                   -Leah

The journey we took was definitely anything but easy, 
but I would never take it back. I gained knowledge, 
skills, and friends, but most importantly, I gained a 
team: a team that when we come together, we’re un-
beatable                                                           -Elisabeth



Julia C Hall, a native Houstonian and HSPVA graduate, is in her fifth year as the HSPVA Director of Vocal 
Studies. She earned her Bachelor of Music Education from the University of St. Thomas, where she studied 
voice with Diane Tobola, and her Masters of Music in choral conducting from the Moores School of Music, 
University of Houston. Prior to coming to HSPVA, Ms. Hall taught at Lamar High School, Episcopal High 
School, and Memorial Middle School.
  
Choirs under Ms. Hall’s direction consistently earn Sweepstakes trophies at UIL and have been named 
Best in Class and Grand Champion at festivals throughout the state. In 2011, her Memorial Advanced Girls 
Choir performed at the TMEA convention.

Ms. Hall is an active clinician, guest conductor, and soprano soloist and is the youth choir director at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 
Houston. She is a proud member of the Houston Symphony Chorus. Professional affiliations include TMEA, TMAA, and TCDA 
and Phi Kappa Phi and Pi Kappa Lambda honor societies. She has served as the Region 27 middle school vocal coordinator and 
was a long-time member of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas Music Commission.

She is the proud mother of Will Sanders, a professional Houston actor.

Spanish born pianist Dr. Yanira Soria started playing piano at the age of five and the violin at age 8. In 2001, her family moved to 
Houston where she attended HSPVA. Dr. Soria completed both her Master of Music and Doctorate in Musical Arts in Collabora-
tive Piano and Chamber Music at the University of Houston, studying under Mr. Timothy Hester. Her Bachelor of Music degree in 
piano performance was earned at Sam Houston State University where she studied with Dr. Sergio Ruiz.

She has been the recipient of the Albert Hirsch Scholarship and the Albert Hirsch Scholarship Endowment Award. Currently she is 
a faculty member for the Encuentro Anual de Cuerdas, a summer festival for students and players from the most respected musical 
institutes and orchestras in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. She presents masterclasses, performances, and lessons to musicians of all ages 
with university music faculty from across the United States.

In addition to serving as staff accompanist and piano instructor at HSPVA, she is on the faculty of the American Festival for the Arts, 
a music summer program for students’ ages 9-18. Dr. Soria has been teaching privately for over ten years with students ranging 

from elementary school to pre-collegiate level and maintains a strong private studio.



Soprano 1
Elisabeth Barrett - freshman
Taryn Beard - sophomore
Hannah Bernosky* - freshman
Jordan Brooks - sophomore
Camille Brown - sophomore
Alexa Duran Puente* - freshman
Leah Ellis  - freshman
Piper Hudson* - sophomore
Racquel Leonard - sophomore

Mary Phillips - freshman
Julissa Ramirez* - freshman
Amanda Reid - freshman
Jahz  Rodgers - freshman
Ty’via Taulton - sophomore
Angie Tovar - freshman
Talia Witherel - sophomore
Gabriela Santopolo - junior, oboe

Hanna Chong-Ahmed - freshman
Mary Ellis - freshman
Allie Guerra - freshman
Helen Huneycutt - freshman
Ava Kirchen - sophomore
Cami Moses - freshman
Kanade Motomura* - freshman

Kiana Ardoin - freshman
Erin Burton - sophomore
Chloe Evered - freshman
Yasmeen Gaber* - sophomore
Jordan Maat - freshman
Emma McKenzie* - freshman
Keri Palmer - freshman

Francesca Silva - junior
Annalisa Tomicic - freshman
Grace Olin - sophomore, clarinet
Anjolina Velasquez - junior, french horn
Madeline Chase - sophomore, oboe/english horn
Isabella Morales - junior, piano

Alto

Soprano 2

Elizabeth Ragan - sophomore
Alejandra Reyes-Vallenas* - sophomore
Matilda Smolij* - sophomore
Justyce Urraca - sophomore
Jessica Thompson - junior, bass clarinet
Margaret Fair - sophomore, flute
Vi Nguyen**

* Region 23 All Region Choir
** Student Accompanist



Program
Laudate Dominum                                                                                    Levente Gyöngyösi (b. 1975)
Jack Westmoreland*, tambourine                                                                                                                         Kontrapunkt Music K-0243

Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
Praise Him in the heights above. 

Praise Him, all His angels;
Praise Him, all His heavenly hosts. 

Praise Him, sun and moon;
Praise Him, all you shining stars.

On suuri sun rantas autius                                                                                                                                        Finnish folk song, Matti Hyökki (b. 1946)
                                                                                                                                                      Hal Leonard 4801276 

Great is the desolation of your shore, but at least I miss it:
How a wild duck’s wailing sounds in a bed of reeds at night. Someone lonely, 

lost, who groans of chill,
Someone who has withered in a bed of reeds and cannot find mother. I have 

watched your grey wave with tea.
Has cried its first sorrow on your shore, my own youth.

Your picture has sunk deep and I miss that.
I have listened to a wild duck there for many nights.

The Lake Isle of Innisfree                                                                                                                                                                      Eleanor Daley (b. 1955)
  Oxford University Press: Prescribed Music List grade 3 

There midnight’s all a-glimmer, and noon a purple glow,
And evening full of the linnet’s wings.

I will arise and go now, for always night and day
I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore; 

While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements gray,
I hear it in the deep heart’s core.

William Butler Yeats (1865-1939)

Laudate Dominum de caelis, 
Laudate eum in excelsis.

Laudate eum, omnes angeli eius, 
Laudate eum, omnes virtutes eius. 

Laudate eum, sol et luna,
Laudate eum, omnes stellas lucentes. Alleluia!

On suuri sun rantas autius, sitä sentään ikävöin: miten villisorsan valitus soi 
kaisliko saöin.

Joku yksinäinen eksynyt, Joka vilua vaikeroi, Jok’on kaislikossa kierrellyt eik’ 
emoa löytää voi.

Sun harmajata aaltoas olen katsonut kyynelein,
Ens’ surunsa itkenyt rannallas mun on oma nuoruutein.

On syvään sun kuvasi painunut ja sita ikävöin,
Olen villisorasaa kuunnellut mä monin öin.

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,
And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made;

Nine bean rows will I have there, a hive for the honeybee,
And live alone in the bee-loud glade.

And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow, 
Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings;



Steal Away                                                                                               Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947)
E. C. Schirmer 8229

Psalm 47: Lam’mantzeiach Livnei Korach Mizmor from Psalm Trilogy                                                 Srul Irving Glick (1934-2002)
earthsongs

Vamos todos bem depressa todos 
Para a casa da avosinha

Vai o trem subindo a serra
Oh! Que pressa que nos temos 

De beijar nossa velhinha!
Adeus oh! gente

Que alegria nos sentimos 
Avistando bem de longe

O trenzinho
Sua saia pintadinha.

Let’s all go quickly, everyone. 
To Grandmother’s house
The train goes up the hill
Oh! What a rush we have

To kiss our old lady!
Goodbye oh! people 

What a joy we feel. 
Sighting well from afar Your painted skirt.

The little train

The trumpet sounds within-a my soul;
I ain’t got long to stay here.

I see the lightning.
The thunder and the lightning, O Lord.
The trumpet sounds within-a my soul;

I ain’t got long to stay here,
My Lord calls me, calls me home.

Steal away, steal away, steal away to Jesus! 
Steal away, steal away home;
I ain’t got long to stay here.

My Lord, a-calls me; calls me by the thunder. 
The trumpet sounds within-a my soul;

I ain’t got long to stay here.
Green trees a-bending, poor sinner stands a trembling. 

Lam’natzeiach livnei Korach mizmor.
Kol haumim tiku chaf,

hariu Leilohim b’kol rina.
Ala Adonai b’kol shofar. 
Ki Adonai elyon nora,

melech gadol a kol haaretz.
Zam’ru Leilohim zameiru,

zam’ru L’Malkeinu zameiru. 

All you nations join hands, 
Blow the ram’s horn

And sing to God with a song of joy. 
For the Lord is awesome and supreme, 

The great King over all the earth.
Make music for God,

Make music for our King, 
make music. 

O trenzinho                                                                                                                                                                                        Heitor Villa-Lobos (1887-1959)
Jack Westmoreland*, percussion                                                                                                                       permanently out of print, ©USA 1950 by H. Villa-Lobos



When we first saw the train pull up, we were all strang-
ers.  But as the train approaches the final stop, we will 
step onto the platform holding hands, altogether with 
no one left behind.                                                   -Mary

Our journey to perform at TMEA has been about so much more than just sing-
ing on a stage.  Through this process we have all learned and grown so much, 
and I have gained a second family. HSPVA is my home and I wouldn’t have it any 
other way.                                                                                                            -Chloe
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This has been a breathtaking journey learning and growing 
with these beautiful girls.  I can’t wait to see where the future 
will take us.

-Rocky


